[Deficiencies in treating pain of elderly people suffering from a severe cognitive impairment].
The objective of this study was to verify if the provision of care aimed at reducing pain was identical between elderly people suffering from a server cognitive distortion and other elderly people. The sample, taken from a two-tiered survey, was composed of 352 elderly people living in 34 retirement homes or other similar establishments housing the elderly. We categorised the residents into 2 groups: Group I was comprised of those who had a complete loss of physical autonomy, and Group II contained all of the others. Within these two groups, we compared four types of medicine of which the prescription was given at the request of the patient following a complaint, and four types of medicine prescribed as a result of the analysis of biological tests and screening and not as a result of a complaint from the patient. The results showed that the elderly people having a severe cognitive impairment received significantly less medication aimed at reducing pain than the other elderly people. This difference is not recognised when the medication is prescribed as a result of a need noted due to a biological check-up and analysis.